LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

less easily than almost any woman; besides which,
my brothers-in-law, her guardians, would never
consent to such an alliance; and I myself indeed
should only consent to it with regret.

LETTER III
(The same)

In addition to the two men of whom I have
spoken, Cecilia has another suitor among the
bourgeoisie, but he would more probably sink her
to his position than rise to hers. He fights, drinks,
and frequents women of the town like the German
noblemen and young English gentlemen with
whom he associates; he is otherwise amiable
enough and very well in his person; but his char-
acter alarms me. His idleness fatigues Cecilia; and
although he has some fortune he may, through
imitating those who have more, speedily find
himself ruined.

There is yet another. He is a good young man,
gentle and lovable; he has some talent and is
devoted to business. Elsewhere he might make
something of it, but here it is not possible. If my
daughter felt a preference for him, and her uncles
raised no obstacle, I would consent to go and live
with them at Geneva, Lyons, or Paris, wherever
they liked; but the young man does not perhaps
love Cecilia enough to leave his native place, the
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